
News of the Week from Mrs. Mariani  5th Grade 

 
The air gets crisper, leaves more colorful and 5th graders are settling in nicely to their last year 

at Stony Brook School. Here are a few highlights of what’s been going in our classes. 

Language Arts 

Our young writers are putting final touches on their Personal Narratives. We have been guiding 

them through the writing process and using many mentor texts to give them true examples of 

the techniques that professional writers use to enhance their stories.  

Book Clubs are thriving in our Reader’s Workshop. Students have been meeting several times a 

week to discuss what they were thinking while reading and using text evidence to support their 

opinions. Strong opinions about characters and theme are being debated as students prepare 

to move on to more challenging novels. Book logs are being used to show each student’s 

reading habits, both at school and at home. It’s wonderful to see so many of our students 

reading more each day! 

Math 

In Math, we have just completed Unit 1, Area and Volume. Students were introduced to all of 

the online features of the new edition of Every Day Math. Now, they have direct online access 

to the Student Reference Book, student math journals and games!   

Social Studies 

Native Americans are the focus of our current area of study. Students are learning that like 

today, the environment shaped the lives of both the Eastern and Western Native American 

tribes. We are beginning to incorporating map skills, vocabulary and researching skills to work 

in groups to complete projects on the Native American way of life.  

Science 

In Science, we are “mixing things up”, literally! This unit of activity is called Mixtures and 

Solutions. The students love using their observation skills as real scientist do, to compare 

everything from seashells to solutions. Since our science is a hands-on laboratory, we have 

instructed the students on the proper handling of equipment and the importance of practicing 

safety in science at all times. Parents and students were given a School Science Safety Contract 

to sign at the beginning of the year.  Working cooperatively in groups is an important part of 

scientific discovery in 5th grade.  


